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Overview
TThis month's highlighted book, Comprehending Social Situations and 
Social Language, introduces a structured curriculum designed to help 
children strengthen their ability to understand and interpret everyday 
social situations. Throughout the day, children are expected to gather 
information from conversations, observations, and their own 
experiences in order to understand what is happening, why it is 
happening, and how others may be thinking or responding.
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Overview Continued:
However, these skills do not develop naturally for all children. 
Some children, particularly concrete learners, may focus only 
on the most obvious details, have difficulty noticing subtle 
social cues, or struggle to connect spoken information with 
what they observe. As a result, they may miss important 
information, misunderstand social situations, or have difficulty 
understanding the context behind what is happening.

Comprehending Social Situations and Social Language builds 
these skills through short social stories paired with picture 
scenes that represent everyday situations. Students listen to 
the story while observing the accompanying illustration and 
answer structured questions that guide them in identifying 
important details, understanding the situation, and explaining 
their thinking. Each story includes information that is not 
directly visible in the picture, requiring students to listen 
carefully and use the full story to understand what is 
happening rather than relying on the visual alone.

The lessons are presented using simple, structured picture 
worksheets that provide visual support while encouraging 
students to notice meaningful details within social situations. 
The questions are designed to help students look beyond what 
is immediately obvious, make connections between different 
sources of information, and develop greater awareness of the 
clues needed to interpret social situations. Through repeated 
practice, students strengthen their ability to recognize 
important details, understand context, and use social 
language to explain their thoughts and reasoning.
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Goals to Target Using 
This Curriculum:

This curriculum targets important skills within both 
Language/Communication and Social-Emotional 
development. Students will strengthen their ability to 
comprehend spoken information, identify meaningful 
visual details, make connections between different sources 
of information, and explain their understanding of social 
situations. 

Examples of some goals to target:

• Recall important information from short social stories.

• Identify details within a picture scene.

• Connect auditory and visual information to understand a 
social situation.

• Answer WH-questions (who, what, where, when, why) 
related to social situations.

• Explain reasoning by identifying clues from the story and 
picture.

• Identify cause-and-effect relationships within social 
situations.

• Infer what happened or why something occurred using 
contextual clues.
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